[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Friday, June 29, 2007








Mike Presley












Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Awards Grant to Teach Welding in East Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $100,000 grant to give more unemployed and unskilled workers in east Alabama the training needed to start new careers in high-demand production jobs.

Gadsden State Community College will use the grant to provide scholarships for 40 individuals to complete short-term training to qualify for jobs as welders at area businesses. Individuals from Calhoun, Cherokee, Clay, Cleburne, Coosa, Etowah, Randolph and Talladega counties can be referred to the training program by Alabama One-Stop Career Centers. 
“More industries are choosing to call Alabama home which increases the need for skilled workers,” Riley said. “This training program prepares Alabamians to fill higher-paying positions leading to a brighter future for themselves and their families.”
Because area manufacturers need more welders, Gadsden State instructors are working with local businesses to develop a training curriculum that gives participants the skills required for specific welding jobs. After completing the hands-on training, participants are eligible for immediate employment, with almost all finding a job before finishing the program, Gadsden State officials said. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Labor Department. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
ADECA Director Bill Johnson informed Dr. Renee Culverhouse, president of Gadsden State, that the grant had been approved.
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