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University of Alabama Awarded Grant
to Evaluate ‘Click It or Ticket’
Assessment to Include Special Report on Seatbelt Usage in Pickup Trucks
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $72,504 grant to the University of Alabama to determine the effectiveness of the “Click It or Ticket” campaign on increasing seat belt and child restraint usage.

The university’s Critical Analysis Reporting Environment Research and Development Laboratory will use the funds to collect and analyze data on seat belt and child restraint use through observations and surveys conducted before and during the campaign.

“As the number of motorists increases and our state highways become more crowded, it is more important than ever that we all travel as safely as possible,” Riley said. “This research will measure and help improve our efforts to encourage motorists to buckle up and drive safely on Alabama highways.”

“Click It or Ticket” uses focused law enforcement measures and a widespread media campaign to remind drivers and passengers of the importance of using seat belts and child restraints. The CARE lab will study data collected by law enforcement agencies and data from surveys conducted during the campaign.  The lab will determine statewide usage rates, compare them with past figures and prepare a final report on the campaign as well as a special report on seatbelt use in pickup trucks.

Riley notified Cynthia Hope, director of the Office for Sponsored Programs at the University of Alabama, that the grant had been approved. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant which was awarded from funds made available to the state by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
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