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Riley Awards $85,300 to Upgrade Worker Skills,

Increase Efficiency at Madison County Facilities
MONTGOMERY—Two grants awarded by Gov. Bob Riley will enable workers at two Madison County manufacturers to learn valuable new skills that will enhance their earning potential and make their companies more efficient and competitive.

Engineered Plastics of Alabama in Huntsville will use a $37,165 grant to train 15 employees while Thermal Corp. in Madison will train 33 employees with a $48,135 grant. The workers will learn manufacturing practices that will raise quality standards, streamline production and reduce errors.

“Workers who increase their level of skill are more valuable to their employer and therefore have higher income potential,” Riley said.  “I commend these companies for providing their employees with an opportunity to improve their quality of life.”

Workers armed with the new skills will be equipped to implement modern and efficient production practices at the facilities. These practices should lead to growth and increased job security according to officials of both companies.

Engineered Plastics has produced plastic sheets and rods in Huntsville since 1992 and will contribute an additional $37,186 toward the training. Thermal Corp. will spend and additional $90,506 to supplement its grant. Thermal has operated in Madison since 1969 manufacturing custom heaters and sensors for the plastics industry. 

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor. He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grants. Tim Alford, director of the Office of Workforce Development, notified Randy Wright, Engineered Plastics vice president, and James Dixon, Thermal vice president, that the grants had been approved.
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