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Riley Awards Grant to Assist Crime Victims in Calhoun County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $48,000 grant to a nonprofit agency that helps crime victims in Calhoun County recover from the mental trauma that often follows a criminal act. 

The grant will help the Family Services Center of Calhoun County continue therapeutic services that aid victims of all ages and their families.


“The emotional stress caused by crime can be serious and debilitating for victims,” Riley said. “These funds will help ensure that professional counseling is available to all victims who need assistance.”

At the center, victims receive free individual and group counseling. Center officials say the counseling helps victims and their families cope with and overcome the feelings of loss, grief, fear, helplessness, anger and shame associated with victimization. 

The center is the only agency in Calhoun County with the ability to assist victims with long-term therapy. Center staff members work closely with the district attorney’s office, police departments, the Calhoun/Cleburne Children’s Center and the Calhoun County Health Department to identify and assist victims who would otherwise not have access to long-term therapy.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant which Riley awarded from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Justice Department.

Riley informed Robin Mackey, president of the center’s board, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $12,000 will supplement the award.
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