[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Thursday, March 15, 2007







Mike Presley












Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Awards Grant to Support Families of

 Morgan County Child Abuse Victims
MONTGOMERY—Child abuse victims in Morgan County and their families will have additional help as their cases go through the criminal justice system thanks in part to a $17,232 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 
The Morgan County Child Advocacy Center will use the funds to hire a family advocate to provide assistance during the investigation and trial. The advocate will assist family members who were not involved in the abuse. 
“A system of support is vital to helping child abuse victims recover and resume their lives,” Riley said. “The family is a critical component of the support system.  I am pleased to provide these funds for an advocate to help family members furnish a steady, safe environment for victims as their cases are investigated and prosecuted.”
The advocate will begin working with families when victims are brought to the center for investigative interviews. While the child is interviewed, the advocate will meet with parents to explain the investigative process and discuss ways they can protect their child from further abuse. To help parents cope and connect with others going through similar situations, the advocate will start a weekly support group. The advocate will maintain periodic contact to update families on the progress of their cases.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Justice Department. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.

Riley notified District Attorney Bob Burrell of the grant’s approval. Matching funds of $4,308 will supplement the award.
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