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Riley Awards $17,052 to Prevent Sexual Assault, Help Victims

  at Area Colleges
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $17,052 grant for a program at three area colleges aimed at preventing violence against female students and providing support for women who are sexually assaulted.
The Shoals Crisis Center Inc. will use the grant for a program to assist sexual assault victims at the University of North Alabama and at the Muscle Shoals and Phil Campbell campuses of Northwest Shoals Community College. The center also will conduct programs to increase awareness of date rape and domestic violence among students.
“College should be a time when students are preparing for bright futures, not suffering from the traumatic effects of rape or abuse,” Riley said. “I commend the Crisis Center for reaching out and helping students recover from these crimes and raising awareness of abuse and rape prevention.”
The center’s Campus Awareness and Prevention program assists victims during medical procedures and offers a 24-hour crisis telephone hotline. Legal assistance is also provided for victims during court-related proceedings. Victims are offered individual and group counseling. 

The program also will present campus-wide events to raise awareness of sexual violence and the help available to victims and present periodic training sessions for campus police and faculty and student leaders at the colleges. 
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant which Riley awarded from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Justice Department. Riley informed Tricia Zeff, president of the center’s board of directors, that the grant had been approved.
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