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Riley Awards Grant to Provide Improved Assistance

to Rape Victims Throughout Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $148,000 to a nonprofit agency in Montgomery that helps victims of sexual assault. The grant will improve services for victims across the state through continued training and support of law enforcement, medical and legal personnel.

The Alabama Coalition Against Rape will use the funds to train prosecutors and law enforcement officers on sexual assault issues including dynamics of sexual assault, techniques of interviewing victims and procedures to ensure the successful prosecution of sexual offenders.

The coalition will offer training and technical assistance to medical personnel that will help ease victims’ anxieties and improve the collection of evidence during forensic examinations.

“By educating law enforcement officers, doctors, prosecutors and others on the needs and concerns of victims, the Alabama Coalition Against Rape helps ensure that these crimes are dealt with swiftly and effectively,” Riley said.  “I commend the coalition for advocating the kind of professional and compassionate response that victims deserve.”

The grant also will support development of the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner and Sexual Assault Response Team programs, awareness of sexual assault through media campaigns and assistance to faith-based programs that tackle sexual assault, domestic violence and child abuse.

Riley notified Kathleen Connolly, ACAR president, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds provided to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.
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