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Riley Awards Grant to Reduce Health Hazard in Wilcox County  
MONTGOMERY— A $400,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley will be used to eliminate a health and safety hazard for about 212 residents in Wilcox County. 

The Community Development Block Grant will help resolve a serious sewage problem for residents in the Meadowbrook subdivision.

“This grant will provide residents with a basic service and remove an environmental hazard that threatens their safety and welfare,” Riley said. “I am pleased to provide this grant.”
Residents living in the subdivision, which is about six miles east of Camden, for years have endured sewage backing up in their houses and permeating the ground, ditches and streets. The problems are caused by clogged sewage lines and a faulty sewage lagoon system.
The project will include replacing porous and broken clay sewage lines and rehabilitating and possibly expanding the treatment lagoon. Four residents, whose sewage is being discharged in nearby woods and ditches, will be connected to the system. 
The project is one of the continuing efforts by Riley to upgrade living conditions in the state’s Black Belt region. The region is defined by its high unemployment and school dropout rates, inadequate medical services, extreme poverty and substandard housing. 
Riley notified David Manzie, chairman of the Wilcox County Commission, that the grant had been approved. The county is supplementing the grant with $40,000 in local funding. 

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funding made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
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