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Riley Awards Grant to Improve Sewer Services in Epes 
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $349,350 grant to reduce a health hazard in the town of Epes and improve living conditions in Alabama’s Black Belt region.  

The grant was awarded from funds set aside from the federal Community Development Block Grant program. It will fund sewer service improvements, including providing sewer connections for many residents who rely on faulty private septic tanks. 
“This project reduces a health and environmental hazard and provides residents with a basic service that most of us take for granted,” Riley said. “I am pleased to provide this grant.” 

The town will extend its sewer services and enable 18 households to connect to the existing service at no cost. Other residents who live in areas where it is not possible to provide municipal sewer services will be provided new septic systems or have existing ones cleaned. 
The project will directly benefit 163 residents and reduce the potential for disease and illnesses spawned by unsanitary conditions in the Sumter County town which is part of the state’s Black Belt area. 
In addition to sewer improvements, the town plans to pave Porter Street and resurface or repair five others streets in the community.  

Riley notified Mayor Walter C. Porter Sr. that the grant had been approved. Local funding of $45,560 will supplement the project. 

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funding made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
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