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Riley Awards Grant to Aid Abuse Victims in North Alabama 
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $36,752 grant to provide refuge and help for domestic violence victims in five north Alabama counties. 
Crisis Services of North Alabama will use funds to continue its domestic violence shelters and other programs for victims and their families. Crisis Services serves Jackson, Limestone, Madison, Marshall and Morgan counties.

“Domestic violence is an atrocious act that shatters families and inflicts both physical and mental pain on victims,” Riley said. “I commend Crisis Services for helping victims and ensuring that violators are prosecuted.”
In addition to offering refuge for victims and their families at shelters in Madison and Morgan counties, Crisis Services provides a 24-hour crisis telephone service. The agency has sheltered more than 10,000 people since its first facility opened in 1983. Staff members responded to nearly 1,000 calls in Madison County in 2005.
Crisis Services supplies victims with immediate assistance from medical experts and also guides victims through the court system as offenders are charged and prosecuted. 

Riley notified Tony Smith, president of the Crisis Services board, that the grant had been approved. Local funding of $12,250 will supplement the grant. 

Riley awarded the grant from funding provided to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. 

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 
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