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Riley Awards Grant to Provide Sewer Services in Shorter 
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $289,000 grant to help the town of Shorter improve health conditions and provide residents with a basic service. 
The Community Development Block Grant will help supply municipal sewer services for some residents, including many who rely on faulty private septic systems. The project, part of a larger effort to upgrade living conditions in Alabama’s Black Belt region, also will make it feasible to expand the sewer system to serve other residents later. 
“This project will provide an essential service to residents and reduce the threat of health and environmental hazards in the community,” Riley said. “I am pleased to provide these funds.”

The project will provide sewer service for 83 persons living along Brooklawn Circle, Brooklawn Street and First Street.  
Many residents in the area have septic tanks that need cleaning three to four times a year because of deteriorated systems that enable rain and groundwater to infiltrate tanks. Porous clay pipes allow raw sewage to seep into the ground causing a stench and a health hazard.  
Shorter is in Macon County, one of 12 counties that make up Alabama’s Black Belt region. The area is defined by high unemployment, reduced school graduation rates, inadequate medical services, extreme poverty and substandard housing. 
Riley notified Mayor Willie Mae Powell that the grant had been approved. The project also is being funded with local money and loans obtained by the town. 

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funding made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
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