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State Program Expected to Help 900 Low-Income Households 

Reduce Energy Costs by October 2007
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley says that the state of Alabama expects to help at least 900 low-income households reduce energy bills this year by providing weatherization assistance. Weatherization reduces energy costs by making home repairs and upgrades that increase energy efficiency.


The program is administered by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs with approximately $3.2 million in funding from the U.S. departments of Energy and Health and Human Services. The funds are distributed to 16 Community Action Agencies and one county commission to provide services in all 67 counties. To ensure the best use of resources, ADECA redirects any unused funds to other agencies with waiting lists so that more homes can receive energy-saving upgrades. 

“With the arrival of cooler weather and higher energy costs, it is an appropriate time for Alabamians to make sure their homes are prepared for winter weather,” Gov. Riley said. “For low-income families on fixed budgets, weatherization assistance can provide long-term relief from high energy costs.”
Riley recognized the importance of the program in assisting low-income residents with energy bills by declaring Oct. 30 Weatherization Day in the state.
Typical weatherization improvements include installing insulation, sealing ducts, repairing or replacing windows and doors that leak warm air and installing carbon monoxide and smoke detectors, with an average of $2,826 spent on each house. After a home is weatherized, families experience an average energy use reduction of 20 percent or more. This means that hundreds of dollars that would otherwise be spent on energy bills can be used to buy groceries or medicine, visit a doctor or for other necessities. 
Households with income of less than 150 percent of federal poverty guidelines are eligible for weatherization assistance. Priority is given to senior citizens, families with children and people with disabilities.
Last year, the state provided weatherization assistance to 787 houses with $2.8 million.
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