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Riley Awards Grant to Help Domestic Violence Victims

in Cullman County

MONTGOMERY— Victims suffering from domestic violence in Cullman County have somewhere to turn for help thanks in part to a grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.

The $89,852 grant to Victim Services of Cullman will enable the center to continue offering emergency shelter and a crisis hotline for victims of family violence and sexual assault.  The center also provides outreach services to the community to prevent domestic violence through education and information.

“The compassionate and professional assistance provided by Victim Services helps those who have been abused overcome their harrowing experiences,” Riley said.  “I commend the center for providing such vital assistance.”
The organization accompanies victims to the hospital when necessary, offers group and individual counseling, provides guidance through the legal system and helps victims obtain arrest warrants and protection orders.  In addition, Victim Services conducts educational prevention programs for groups, organizations and schools and trains law enforcement, medical and other emergency personnel in the proper way to handle domestic violence situations.

In 2005, the center’s shelter, Harbor Haus, lodged almost 350 women and children and staff members responded to 299 calls to the crisis line.
Riley notified Deborah Tucker, Victim Services executive director, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  Matching funds of $22,463 will supplement the grant.
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