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Riley Awards $80,000 to Curtail Underage Drinking

MONTGOMERY— Prom and graduation are special occasions in the life of a teenager. Unfortunately, these events can sometimes lead to bad decisions and tragedy.

Gov. Bob Riley has awarded an $80,000 grant to the state Mothers Against Drunk Driving, based in Montgomery, to help minors make the right choices when offered opportunities to drink alcohol.

“I commend the work of MADD to teach young people the dangers of drinking and to challenge mistaken attitudes that underage drinking is acceptable,” Riley said.  “This grant will help save lives and foster the development of responsible Alabama citizens.”

Citing National Highway Traffic Safety Administration statistics, MADD officials say that of 442 people who died in Alabama as a result of drunken driving in 2004, 76 were under the legal drinking age of 21.

MADD presents several school-based initiatives designed to deter underage drinking such as Protecting Me/Protecting You and multi-media school assembly programs.  The organization will train local educators to teach the Protecting You/Protecting Me lessons in elementary schools.  The curriculum not only shows children the dangers of riding with an intoxicated driver, but it also teaches them that their own use of alcohol can hinder the development of the brain.

School assembly programs on the dangers of drinking are offered to high school students before proms and graduations.  The programs incorporate teen stars, music videos, motion picture clips and the testimonies of “real-life” young people to demonstrate the dangers of drinking and driving.
Riley notified Glenda Richardson, MADD state chair, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.
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