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Troy Children Shown “PATHS” to Success 

with Help from Riley Grant

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $78,815 to the city of Troy to continue the Promoting Alternative Thinking Strategies program that promotes and nurtures positive behavior among children at Troy Elementary School.

PATHS, implemented by Big Brothers Big Sisters of Pike County, encourages constructive conduct, self-confidence and academic excellence among kindergarten and elementary students.

“A child’s development depends so much on positive reinforcement and motivation,” Riley said.  “This grant will help continue a program that develops high self-esteem in children and gives them the tools they need to avoid destructive behavior.”

Troy officials, citing Alabama Department of Education statistics, say about half the students enrolled in the city school system live with circumstances that can eventually lead to substance abuse, violent behaviors, teen pregnancy and dropping out of school.  Factors such as homelessness, poverty and truancy prevent children from reaching their potential.
PATHS addresses the academic and emotional needs of such children through group activities as well as one-on-one mentoring.  The program instills in children emotional and social skills and enhances their ability to exercise self-control.
Riley notified Mayor Jimmy Lunsford that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.
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