[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Tuesday, Nov. 28, 2006








Mike Presley












Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Awards $73,000 to Fight Drugs in Morgan County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $73,000 grant to the Morgan County Commission to help fight the use and distribution of illegal drugs.


The Morgan County Narcotic and Violent Crime Task Force will use the grant to continue its work investigating drug-related crimes and arresting drug offenders.


“Illegal drugs breed crime and violence, and those who distribute them must be taken off the streets,” Riley said. “I am pleased to join the task force in sending the message that illegal drugs will not be tolerated in our communities.”


The task force is a joint effort of the Morgan County Sheriff’s Department, the district attorney’s office and the cities of Eva, Falkville, Priceville and Somerville. It shares intelligence information with member agencies to help with case preparation and works with law enforcement groups in the surrounding area. 

Task force officials say that in recent years, methamphetamine has become the most prevalent drug in the county. To combat the drug’s distribution, the task force conducts raids on methamphetamine labs and works to disrupt and dismantle drug trafficking groups bringing methamphetamine and other drugs into the county.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.

Riley notified John Glasscock, chairman of the County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Local matching funds of $73,000 will supplement the grant.
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