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Riley Awards $61,471 for Teen Drug Court in Calhoun County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded three grants totaling $61,471 to the Calhoun County Commission for a juvenile drug court in the county. 
Juveniles charged with nonviolent drug-related offenses will be sent to the court, which started in December 2005. The court provides sentencing alternatives to detention in a Department of Youth Services facility.
“Juvenile offenders need to learn the serious consequences of using illegal drugs,” Riley said. “I commend Calhoun County officials for holding juveniles accountable, helping them recognize their mistakes and giving them a chance to turn their lives around.”

The drug court will enable the county to rehabilitate youthful drug users by providing an intensive intervention program focused on ending their addictions. The program’s main goals are to reduce the number of repeat drug offenders in the county and to reduce the number of juveniles sent to detention facilities. In addition to addiction treatment, the court will sentence juveniles to community service to hold them accountable for their actions.
Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the awards. 

Riley informed Rudy Abbott, chairman of the Calhoun County Commission, that the grants had been approved. Matching funds of $6,829 will supplement the awards.
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