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Riley Awards Grants to Aid Abused Children

and Curb Future Abuse in Lee and Macon Counties

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two grants totaling $59,675 to the Child Advocacy Center of East Alabama to help families in Lee and Macon counties cope with the trauma of child abuse and to show other families how to avoid abuse.

The center will use a $40,275 grant to continue its Family Advocacy Program which offers professional support and guidance through the emotional and legal events triggered by child abuse.  A $19,400 grant will help the center implement The Incredible Years, a program that shows parents and their children how to manage behaviors that can lead to abuse.
“I commend the Child Advocacy Center of East Alabama not only for helping children recover from abuse, but also for taking proactive measures to see that other children don’t face the same fate,” Riley said.  “These grants will help the center continue its compassionate work.”

The Family Advocacy Program, assigns an advocate to assess the needs of an affected family and develop an action plan to help the victim heal physically and emotionally. The plan also guides the family to protect the child from future abuse and to be more effective participants in the legal process.

The Incredible Years program divides parents and children into two groups that meet for 12 weeks.  The parent group is taught non-abusive methods to effectively manage undesirable behavior in children.  The children’s group focuses on anger management, communication skills and behaving appropriately in given situations.

Riley notified Carlyn Tucker-Simmons, president of the center’s board of directors, that the grants had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. departments of Justice and Health and Human Services.  Matching funds of $14,918 will supplement the awards.
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