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Riley Awards Funds to Assist Child Victims in East Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $50,843 to support a center that gives child abuse victims in Clay, Coosa and Talladega counties a helping hand in their time of need.
The Talladega County Child Advocacy Center will use the grant for support services for young victims of physical and sexual abuse and family members not involved in the abuse.

“Children need a support system and professional assistance to recover from the trauma of abuse,” Riley said. “I commend the center’s staff for providing much-needed assistance to victims.” 

The center offers counseling for victims and their families and assigns an advocate to each victim who is interviewed at the center. The advocate ensures that victims’ needs are met and prepares victims for court proceedings.

To help agencies involved in abuse investigations, center staff members interview victims to get details of the abuse and share the information with the agencies. The center also maintains contact with victims and their families during all phases of the investigations and subsequent court cases. 

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant which was awarded from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.
Riley informed Nancy Buckner, president of the center’s board of directors, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $12,711 will supplement the award.
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