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Riley Awards Grants to Jefferson County Programs

for Troubled Youths

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two grants totaling $50,721 to the Jefferson County Commission for programs that help juvenile delinquents make successful returns to society after spending time in the juvenile justice system.

Strong Girls and Our Kids Released to Aftercare Program help troubled teens learn responsibility, eliminate destructive behaviors and set goals for a better personal future.

“Youth programs like Strong Girls and Our Kids RAP build self-esteem and communications skills that steer young people away from a life of crime and toward productive citizenship,” Riley said.  “I am awarding these grants to continue these worthwhile efforts.”
Strong Girls uses music, poetry, creative drama and other arts to improve anger management, problem solving, resistance to drug use and other social skills.  Through the program, girls aged 14-17 can improve self-respect, expand social activities, learn the importance of personal accountability and reduce conflicts at home and at school.

Our Kids RAP provides educational, vocational and community volunteer activities for youths, ages 12-17, who recently have been released from a detention facility and experience serious emotional disturbances.  Parents also participate in the program.
Riley notified Larry Langford, Jefferson County commission president, that the grants had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.
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