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Riley Awards Grant for Prevention Programs in Marshall County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $48,410 grant to help youth in Marshall County avoid lives filled with drugs and violence.
The grant will help the Marshall County Commission fund the Teen Project and the Parent Project, programs that help youth and their parents recognize and avoid behaviors that commonly lead to drug abuse and violence. First-time juvenile offenders and students who frequently skip school will be referred, along with their parents, to the 12-week program.
“Providing parents with education and juveniles with positive alternatives are important steps to ensure than teenage offenders don’t become career criminals,” Riley said. “I commend Marshall County officials for helping to prevent and reduce juvenile crime by providing these programs.”

Parents complete the Parent Project, a program that teaches them how to deal effectively with out-of-control children who display violent, destructive or defiant behavior. Used nationally for more than 10 years, the curriculum teaches parents strategies to identify, prevent and intervene in adolescent problem behaviors.

Juveniles complete the Teen Project, a program that helps them understand the benefits of choosing to live free of drugs and violence. In the program, teens learn ways to control anger, manage stress and develop self-esteem. During the last two weeks of the courses, parents and their children will meet together to discuss what they have learned and ways to implement it at home.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Justice Department. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award. Riley notified Billy Cannon, County Commission chairman, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $5,378 will supplement the award.
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