[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2006








Frank Miles













Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Awards $250,000 to Improve Public Safety

in Geneva County

MONTGOMERY— Geneva County law enforcement agencies are gearing up to put drug dealers behind bars and more effectively respond to natural disasters with the help of two grants awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.

The Geneva County Drug Task Force will use a $150,000 grant to continue investigating cases involving the manufacture, sale and possession of illegal drugs throughout the county.
A $100,000 grant will be used by the Geneva County Sheriff’s Department to purchase equipment that will enhance the county’s efforts to provide more effective assistance to residents in the wake of hurricanes and other disasters.
“Public safety is one of the essential functions of government and I commend Geneva County officials for working to make their residents safer,” Riley said. “These grants will help take drug dealers off the streets and save lives during natural disasters.”

The task force, a partnership involving the sheriff’s department and the police departments of Geneva, Hartford, Slocomb and Samson, works with state and federal agencies to gather evidence on suspected drug traffickers and manufacturers, shut down illegal drug operations and arrest offenders.

During natural disasters and similar emergencies, the sheriff’s department takes the lead to implement response procedures and aid the municipal police departments.  To help complete this task more quickly and effectively, the department will purchase rescue gear, chainsaws, emergency lighting, hydration systems, GPS locators and other emergency tools.
Riley notified Harry O. Adkison, chairman of the Geneva County Commission, that the grants had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.  Matching funds of $27,777 will supplement the awards.
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