[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Monday, Nov. 6, 2006








Frank Miles













Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Grant Helps Law Enforcement Crack Down
on Underage Drinking in Northeast Alabama

MONTGOMERY—While authorities in five northeast Alabama counties work to curtail underage drinking and driving, Gov. Bob Riley is awarding $15,000 to help.

The Etowah County Commission, through its Northeast Alabama Traffic Safety Office, will use the grant to provide overtime pay for law enforcement officers who participate in activities targeting underage drinkers and those who supply alcohol to minors in Cherokee, DeKalb, Etowah, Jackson and Marshall counties.

“The irresponsible and illegal decisions that some young people make to drink and drive often end in senseless tragedy,” Riley said.  “This grant will help law enforcement officers save lives by sending a strong message to youths that abiding by the law is the right choice.”

County and municipal law enforcement agencies will step up enforcement of DUI and underage drinking laws and Alabama Alcoholic Beverage Control Board agents will conduct sting operations to stop merchants from selling alcohol to minors.

Riley notified J. Patrick Simms, Etowah County chief executive officer, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.
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