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Riley Awards $150,000 for Drug Task Force 

Serving Three Southwest Alabama Counties
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $150,000 grant to fight the distribution, sale 
and use of illegal drugs in Choctaw, Clarke and Washington counties.
The grant will help fund Task Force One, a unit that assists the 16 law enforcement agencies in the three-county area with investigations of drug activity and drug-related crime.


“Illegal drug use and the violence it fosters threaten the safety of our communities,” Riley said. “I commend Task Force One’s efforts to take drug sellers and distributors off the streets and put them behind bars where they belong.”

Task Force One apprehends drug manufacturers and distributors, seizes property, weapons and vehicles involved with illegal drug activity and works to decrease trafficking and drug-related crimes in the three counties.  Many of the cases handled by the drug unit are referred by area police and deputies. Because of the small size of local police departments, area law enforcement officers depend on the unit to assist with drug investigations.

The task force cooperates with agencies outside its jurisdiction, utilizing out-of-town agents and local informants to conduct undercover operations and investigations.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.

The city of Jackson will serve as the fiscal agent for the task force. Riley informed Jackson Mayor Richard Long of the grant’s approval. Matching funds of $16,666 will supplement the award.
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