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Riley Awards Grant for Enforcement 

of Underage Drinking Laws
MONTGOMERY—Underage drinking can easily lead to tragedy and ruined lives. Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $120,000 grant to help prevent such tragedies by ensuring that retail stores do not sell alcoholic beverages to Alabamians younger than 21. 
The Alabama Alcoholic Beverage Control Board’s Law Enforcement Division will use the grant to fund overtime work by agents who monitor compliance with laws preventing sales to minors.
“Underage drinking causes many preventable deaths each year,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support the ABC’s efforts to protect our youth by enforcing underage drinking laws and offering a drug and alcohol prevention program.”
ABC enforcement agents conduct compliance checks by sending an underage operative to attempt to purchase alcohol.  If a purchase is made, the salesclerk is arrested and the store faces penalties from the ABC. Agents also maintain outside surveillance of stores suspected of selling alcohol to minors. 
ABC’s Law Enforcement Division also educates students about the dangers of alcohol and drugs through the award-winning program Operation Save Teens. The program recently was named the 2006 Innovative Liquor Law Enforcement Program of the Year by the National Liquor Law Enforcement Association. The 90-minute program uses stories, video and photographs of teens who fell victim to drugs and alcohol. Presented to more than 200,000 students and parents in state since 2001, the program often includes speeches by the mothers of youth who have died as a result of drug and alcohol abuse. 
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award. Riley informed Emory Folmar, ABC administrator, of the grant’s approval.
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