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Riley Awards Grant for More Effective DUI Prosecution
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley wants drivers who may be tempted to drink before they get behind the wheel to know that they can expect to get their day in court – and it won’t be a pleasant one.
Riley has awarded $110,000 to the Office of Prosecution Services to provide training and support for the state’s district attorneys and their assistants in the effective prosecution of traffic-related cases, particularly those involving driving under the influence.
“It is imperative that we send the message to irresponsible drivers that if they take their chances by drinking and driving, the odds are overwhelmingly against them,” Riley said.  “This grant will make Alabama’s roads safer for sensible, law-abiding drivers and their passengers.”
The funds will support a traffic safety resource prosecutor to provide training, technical assistance and trial advocacy through local and regional conferences and publications for district attorneys and their staffs.  Training will include effective questioning of experts, proper search and seizure, legal updates and methods in jury selection.  Upon request, the prosecutor will assist in trials.

The prosecutor also will attend DUI checkpoints with law enforcement officers to demonstrate the importance of legally sound arrests to successful prosecutions.
Riley notified Randy Hillman, OPS executive director, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

-30-



Office of the Governor





Bob Riley


Governor








 


Alabama Department of Economic


and Community Affairs





Doni M. Ingram


Acting Director








State of Alabama








