[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2005 







Jim Plott 












           Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525

Riley Announces Grants to Encourage Energy Savings 
MONTGOMERY – A nonprofit group of retired scientists, engineers and professionals committed to helping public and private businesses conserve energy, reduce waste and protect the environment have received grants totaling $175,000 to continue their efforts. 

Gov. Bob Riley awarded a $25,000 energy grant to the Waste Reduction and Transfer Foundation and announced an additional $150,000 in grants to the foundation from the Appalachian Regional Commission. The grants will enable WRATT volunteers to provide free technical consultation services and conduct seminars and educational programs. Both grant programs are administered by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs. 

“This organization displays the true spirit of Alabama through the community service it performs to make our state a better place to live,” Riley said. “I am very pleased to support those who give their own time to help others.” 

Since 1990 WRATT has conducted energy assessments for more than 1,300 public and private businesses, including 500 schools. WRATT officials say follow-up reports from clients indicate that combined cost savings of $10.6 million annually have resulted from their recommendations. WRATT, as a member of the Alabama Partnership for Clean Air, also has conducted exhaust emissions testing on more than 1,300 vehicles in Jefferson and Shelby counties since 2003. 

Riley notified Donald Ruggles, WRATT executive director, that the grants had been approved. 

The $25,000 grant was awarded through funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Energy. ARC grants are awarded to raise the standard of living, improve the quality of life and promote economic development in the Appalachian mountain region. ARC serves 37 Alabama counties. 
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