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Riley Awards Grant for Workshops Promoting Energy Efficiency in Hurricane Rebuilding Efforts

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $62,500 for a series of workshops to encourage homeowners and commercial builders to use energy-efficient materials when rebuilding after Hurricane Katrina.


The Alabama Cooperative Extension System is sponsoring four seminars, which will be held in January in Mobile and Baldwin counties.


“Rebuilding and repairing hurricane-damaged structures with energy efficiency in mind will save residents money on utility bills and help our state conserve natural resources,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support this effort to educate builders and homeowners about the benefits of energy conservation.”


The seminars are being planned and coordinated by the Auburn University Department of Building Science. Two of the workshops will focus on residential construction and two will focus on commercial and pubic buildings. Attendees will learn about new technologies that make buildings more energy efficient and less vulnerable to future damage from storms or flooding. Representatives from the Federal Emergency Management Agency, Tuskegee University and the U.S. departments of Energy and Housing and Urban Development will conduct presentations.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of

Energy. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.


Riley informed William Smith, ACES director, that the grant had been approved.
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