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Riley Awards Grant to Assist Child Abuse Victims

 in Jefferson County

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $64,000 to continue a program that helps abused children in Jefferson County.


Prescott House in Birmingham will use the grant to continue services provided to victims, including crisis counseling, support groups and advocacy.


“Victims of abuse need and deserve the best quality professional assistance,” Riley said. “I commend Prescott House for providing critical support and assistance to abused children while also helping to ensure the successful prosecution of those who prey upon them.”
Prescott House involves social workers, law enforcement officials and counselors in a combined effort to provide prompt response to families in need.  Investigative interviews with victims are conducted in a non-threatening, child-friendly environment at the center.

The center also works to increase the successful prosecution of child abuse cases by assisting law enforcement and other agencies with forensic evaluations, counseling and by preparing the victims for court appearances.


Prescott House conducts educational and public relations campaigns to raise awareness of the dangers and consequences of child abuse and to encourage citizens to report instances of child abuse. 


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant. 


Riley informed Mary Murphy, Prescott House executive director, of the grant’s approval. Matching funds of $16,000 have been committed to the center.
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