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Riley Awards $33,223 to Help Victims of Sexual Crimes 

in Baldwin and Escambia Counties

MONTGOMERY— An assistance program will continue to be a beacon of hope for victims of sexual assault in Baldwin and Escambia counties thanks in part to a grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.

The $33,223 grant will assist the Baldwin County Family Violence Project to provide services to victims through its Lighthouse Sexual Assault Program.


“Victims need access to important professional services and assistance in order to recover from abuse,” Riley said. “I commend the Family Violence Project for providing vital help to victims in need.”


Services provided by the center include a 24-hour crisis hotline, support groups and victims’ advocacy programs. Program staff members work with hospital staff and agencies including the Department of Human Resources, law enforcement and the district attorney’s office to ensure that victims receive adequate treatment and assistance. 


In 2006, program officials expect to have contact with at least 65 victims through the crisis hotline and to assist 20 rape victims by accompanying them to medical investigation exams.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.


Riley informed Joan Hand, the project’s board president, of the grant’s approval. Matching funds of $8,306 will supplement the grant.
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