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Riley Awards Grant for Drug Task Force in Shelby County

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $160,000 grant to help continue the fight against illegal drugs in Shelby County.


The grant, awarded to the County Commission, will enable the Shelby County Drug Enforcement Task Force to continue conducting investigations and seizures to reduce the amount and availability of illegal drugs. 


“Illegal drug use and the violence it fosters threaten the safety of our communities,” Riley said. “I commend the Drug Enforcement Task Force’s efforts to take drug sellers and distributors off the streets and put them behind bars.”


Unit officials say crack cocaine, methamphetamine and illegally obtained prescription drugs are the biggest drug problems in the county. The task force will combat these drugs by arresting offenders who sell crack cocaine, investigating the illegal sale and use of prescription drugs and dismantling methamphetamine labs found in the county.

The task force investigates narcotics cases full time and is the only law enforcement group in Shelby County trained to dismantle hazardous methamphetamine labs. From January to July 2005, the unit investigated 232 suspects and obtained 305 arrest warrants for illegal drugs and drug-related crimes. 


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.


Riley notified Alex Dudchock, county manager, that the grant had been approved. Local matching funds of $160,000 have been committed to the task force.
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