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Drug Enforcement in Southeast Alabama

Receives Boost from Gov. Riley

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $106,000 to the Dale County Commission to support area law enforcers in their battle to reduce illegal drug activity and violent crime in nine southeast Alabama counties.  The commission will use the funds to continue the operation of the Southeast Alabama Violent Crime/Narcotics Criminal Intelligence Program.

Through the program, 45 law enforcement agencies share up-to-date information about violent crime and illegal drug trafficking in Barbour, Bullock, Coffee, Covington, Dale, Geneva, Henry, Houston and Pike counties.

“This criminal intelligence network is a valuable tool that provides reliable and timely information to law enforcement agencies,” Riley said.  “I am awarding these funds to ensure this program continues to help officers effectively fight drug trafficking and violent crime.”

The program’s mission, through daily contact with law enforcement agencies, is to reduce violent crime and drug activity in the Wiregrass by enabling agencies to share information, improve communication and strengthen coordination.  Accurate data that officers on the street can retrieve instantly helps accelerate response in crucial situations and plays a significant role in fighting crime.  The program also provides valuable information to assist prosecutors to put criminals behind bars.

Riley notified Eunice Hagler, commission chair, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant which Riley awarded from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.
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