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Riley Announces Grant to Study 

Wood Waste Facility in Bibb County 
MONTGOMERY – Gov. Bob Riley has announced a $30,000 grant that could put wood waste to work in Bibb County. 

The grant to the Bibb County Industrial Development Authority will fund a study to determine the feasibility of using wood waste to power a single industry or an energy plant capable of providing power to several sources. Timber and timber-related businesses are among the largest industries in Bibb County, but wood waste products are often unused because of the low demand the county. 
“With increasing cost of fossil fuels, it is making more sense to look at alternative sources of energy, particularly renewable resources,” Riley said. “Converting waste wood to energy could attract industry, create jobs and reduce landfill mass. I commend Bibb County leaders for exploring this energy potential.”
The study will determine the feasibility of a wood waste energy plant in the county. Research would also determine location, environmental factors and other components necessary for the facility to successfully operate. 

The grant was awarded from funds made available through the Appalachian Regional Commission. ARC was started in 1965 as a supplemental grant program to raise the standard of living, improve the quality of life and promote economic development in the Appalachian mountain region. Thirty-seven Alabama counties, including Bibb County, are part of the region and are eligible for funding. 
Bill Johnson, acting director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified John Downs, chairman of the industrial authority that the grant had been approved. 
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