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Riley Awards $25,000 to Assist Birmingham Residents with Plumbing Repairs

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $25,000 grant to help low-income, disabled and elderly customers of Birmingham Water Works repair leaky plumbing.
The Help 2 Others Foundation, established in February by the Birmingham Water Works Board, will use the grant to purchase plumbing supplies needed for the repairs. Volunteer plumbers will then make repairs for customers who qualify for assistance.
“By helping residents who need assistance with plumbing repairs, we can improve the efficiency of the water system, reduce water bills and conserve a valuable resource,” Riley said. 

The Salvation Army will administer the repair program and determine whether or not applicants are qualified to receive assistance. 
The foundation also helps qualified low-income customers pay their water bills through customer donations. Water Works customers may designate a monthly amount to donate when paying their water bills. 
Riley made the grant from funds awarded to the state in the 1980s as restitution for oil company violations of federal oil pricing controls. 
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant. Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, informed Michael Vann, foundation chairman, of the grant’s approval. 
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