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Grant Gets Animals Involved in Recycling at Montgomery Zoo

MONTGOMERY—If you are looking for ways to improve your garden, here is one suggestion: ZooDoo.

ZooDoo is a new composting program made possible by a $10,000 grant to the city of Montgomery from Gov. Bob Riley.  The city will use the funds to convert zoo animal manure and plant debris into soil-enriching fertilizer.

“This program demonstrates the long-term environmental and economic benefits of recycling,” Riley said.  “I commend the Montgomery Zoo for taking advantage of available recyclable materials and keeping them out of landfills.”

Zoo officials say the arrival of two elephants in the past year has resulted in a significant increase in animal waste.  Instead of paying to have the waste hauled to a local landfill, the zoo will compost it and sell it.  Money raised from the sale of ZooDoo will be used to purchase feed and bedding for the animals.

When added to gardens, compost improves soil structure, texture, aeration and water retention, resulting in healthy root development in plants.  Composting organic waste is more environmentally sound than depositing it in landfills or burning it in incinerators.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Energy.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Mayor Bobby Bright that the grant had been approved.  Matching funds of $2,500 will supplement the award.
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