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Grant To Help Mobile County Workers Left Unemployed 

by Katrina Gain Skills, Get Jobs

MONTGOMERY— Workers who lost their jobs in Mobile County after Hurricane Katrina’s devastation can receive additional help in gaining new employment thanks to a $446,257 grant for job training awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. The governor previously awarded an $800,000 grant for temporary jobs for workers in the county left unemployed by the storm.

The grant will help pay for short-term skills training and job placement in industries in Mobile County that have a high-demand for workers, including the construction industry. 

“Hurricane Katrina not only destroyed buildings and roads, it also destroyed jobs” Riley said. “This funding will help unemployed residents get a new start while at the same time providing workers for Mobile’s high-demand industries.”

Builders’ Heart, a partnership between Mobile Works Inc. and Associated Builders and Contractors, will train up to 200 workers for jobs in the construction industry. The program will train about 20 participants at a time for several weeks.

During a six day training period, participants will complete a short skills evaluation to match them to certain construction jobs. Then, participants will learn general construction skills, including how to use tools, how to read blueprints and understanding construction math. Employers will provide hands-on training and participants will receive safety training. 

After the training, Builders’ Heart will help participants find long-term jobs with employers who have an immediate need for new workers. 

Workers who lost their jobs because of Katrina may apply to participate in Builders’ Heart by visiting Mobile’s Alabama One-Stop Career Center at 515 Springhill Plaza Court.

To further assist workers unemployed by the hurricane, Mobile Works is pursuing training programs for jobs in the aerospace, health care and maritime industries.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor. Tim Alford, director of the Alabama Office of Workforce Development notified the Mobile County Commission that the grant had been approved.
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