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Grants Will Help Wiregrass Youth and Workers

Avoid Drugs, Violent Behavior

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded three grants totaling $108,311 for programs to encourage students and workers in Geneva and Houston counties to avoid drugs, crime and violent behavior.

Riley awarded $40,000 to Alfred Saliba Family Services Center, $40,000 to the Wiregrass Mental Health Board and $28,311 to Girls Incorporated of Dothan for prevention programs.
 “I commend the efforts of these organizations to help Alabamians avoid destructive behaviors so they can enjoy healthy and productive lives,” Riley said.
The Saliba Center will use its grant for the Supporting Opportunities for Success program in Geneva County, which teaches youth to build on their strengths. The program is aimed at teenagers who display tendencies that could lead to crime or use of drugs and alcohol. Parents are taught how to recognize problems in their children and how to intervene before the youth develop destructive behaviors. 

Girls Incorporated of Dothan will use its grant for the Strong, Smart and Bold project, which encourages girls ages 11-14 develop positive character traits to help them avoid drugs and violence. The project also teaches participants about the dangers and consequences of drug use and violent behavior.
The Wiregrass Mental Health Board will use its grant for the Healthy Workplace program. The program provides free drug prevention training for workers. The program teaches employees techniques for improving their health and avoiding substance abuse.

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Education. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grants. Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, informed Linda O’Connell of the Saliba Center, Ed Enloe of the Wiregrass Mental Health Board and Gayla White of Girls Incorporated that the grants had been approved. 
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