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Riley Awards $118,339 to Help Youth 

in Pickens, Tuscaloosa Counties Avoid Drugs and Violence

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded grants totaling $118,339 to three organizations for programs to encourage youth in Pickens and Tuscaloosa counties to avoid drugs, crime and violence.

Riley awarded $40,000 to The Parents’ Resource Institute for Drug Education, $45,000 to the Tuscaloosa Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy and $33,339 to the Pickens County Resource Center. 
“Children need guidance and positive role models to help them avoid inappropriate behavior,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support the efforts of these organizations to help children realize healthy and productive futures.”
PRIDE will use its grant to fund its Character And Mentoring Project. The CAMP program uses teenage volunteers to help prevent future drug use and violence among youth ages 5-11. The program trains volunteer high school students to serve as mentors for elementary school students. The student volunteers also present drug and violence prevention education and character education through speeches, skits and songs.
The Tuscaloosa Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy will apply its grant to the Survive and Thrive program for fifth- and sixth-grade students. Program participants receive 10 lessons about drug and violence prevention. The program also offers a five-week summer program for students who need more assistance.
The Pickens County Resource Center will utilize its grant for the Youth on Track program. The program teaches drug and violence prevention methods to students in the fourth through sixth grades at Pickens County Alternative School as well as at private schools in the county.
Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Education. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant. Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified George Nassaney Jr. of PRIDE, Deborah Tucker of the Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy and Wayne McElroy of the Pickens County Family Resource Center that the grants had been approved.
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