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Riley Awards Grants to Help Prevent Youth Violence, Drug Use

 in Mobile County

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded grants totaling $119,917 to three organizations that encourage youth in Mobile County to avoid drugs, violence and crime.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Metro Mobile YMCA, Boys & Girls Clubs of South Alabama and Lifelines Family Counseling Center of Mobile will use the grants for drug and violence prevention programs.

“Children need guidance and positive role models to help them avoid inappropriate behavior,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support the efforts of these organizations to help children realize healthy and productive futures.”

A $40,000 grant will help Big Brothers Big Sisters fund a partnership with Mobile city elementary schools located in areas with high crime rates and poor economic conditions. Volunteer mentors will meet with students once a week to help them learn how to avoid drugs and violence and have a positive outlook.

With a $30,000 grant, Boys & Girls Clubs of South Alabama will offer SMART Moves to youth ages 6-15 in the Cody Road and Joe R. Thomas communities in Mobile County. Through group discussions and role playing exercises, the program teaches participants how to avoid drugs.

Lifelines Family Counseling Center will utilize a $49,917 grant to start its Youth Violence Prevention program for elementary and middle-school students in Mobile County. The program will teach students positive social and communication skills to help them avoid violence.

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Education. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grants.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Charles Lord of Big Brothers Big Sisters, Mary Zoghby of the Boys & Girls Club and Joyce Collier of Lifelines that the grants had been approved.
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