[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Tuesday, Oct. 4, 2005








Mike Presley












Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Awards Grant to Assist Domestic Violence Victims
in Calhoun, Cleburne and Talladega Counties
MONTGOMERY— An Anniston-based organization will continue to help domestic violence victims in Calhoun, Cleburne and Talladega counties thanks to three grants totaling $116,571 awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.
With the grants, 2nd Chance will provide services to victims through its 18-bed emergency shelter, the Joy Kathryn Courtney House.  Additional services include counseling, support groups, a 24-hour crisis line and assistance with court proceedings. A case manager meets at least once a week with each victim to assess needs and develop a plan to help them escape abusive situations.

“Victims of domestic violence need and deserve professional, compassionate assistance,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to support 2nd Chance and the vital services it offers.”


In addition to its main office in Anniston, the organization operates satellite offices in Talladega and Cleburne counties. Staff members at the satellite offices are trained to help victims who live in rural areas.


The organization also conducts an outreach program to educate the community about the problem of domestic violence.
Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grants.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, informed Dawn Watkins, 2nd Chance board president, that the grants had been approved. Matching funds of $29,744 will supplement the grants.
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