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Grant Will Aid Child Abuse Victims in Four Counties
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded an $83,447 grant to help victims of child abuse in Autauga, Chilton, Elmore and Montgomery counties.
Child Protect Inc. will use the grant to continue conducting investigative interviews and providing a family advocate who helps victims and their families navigate the legal system. The organization also offers support groups and counseling for child victims and family members not involved in the alleged abuse.
“Victims of child abuse need and deserve adequate, timely and professional assistance in their time of need,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support Child Protect and its efforts to help young victims overcome the trauma of abuse.”
The organization’s interviewers, who are mental health professionals, conduct investigative interviews with children in a homelike, non-threatening environment. Representatives from law enforcement agencies and the Department of Human Resources watch the interview from another room and communicate their questions to the interviewer before and during the interviews. The interviews are videotaped for use as evidence in court cases. By coordinating efforts, the agencies reduce the stress on children by limiting the number times and places they are interviewed.  
The family advocate helps support victims and their families by educating them about the legal process, preparing child victims for court appearances and accompanying victims to court. The advocate also updates victims on the progress of their cases and ensures that adequate services are provided.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.
Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Guy Davis, Child Protect board president, of the grant’s approval.  Matching funds of $20,862 will supplement the grant.
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