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Riley Awards Grant for Autauga County Stay-in-School Program

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $65,313 to the Autauga County Commission for a program to help students stay in school. 

The grant will enable the commission to start the Check and Connect prevention program for students at risk of dropping out because of excessive absences. The program targets truant students in the fourth through eighth grades at Autauga County schools because officials say most students drop out in the ninth grade.

“Getting a good education is the most important step a person can take to secure a bright, productive future,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to support this program’s efforts to set students on a path to success.” 

Students who are referred to the program have low grades, many unexcused absences and frequently skip classes.  

As part of the program, coaches will work with students and their families for at least two years to improve participants’ grades and increase their commitment to success at school. The coaches assess participants’ needs, teach them problem-solving skills and motivate them to succeed in the classroom. Participants also may attend tutoring and counseling sessions as part of the program.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

Riley informed commission Chairman Clyde Chambliss that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $32,656 will supplement the grant.
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