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Riley Awards Grant to Help Abused Children in Cherokee County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $61,665 to a non-profit organization in Centre to support services for child abuse victims.

The Children’s Advocacy Center of Cherokee County will use the funds to help abused children in the county recover from the trauma of being victimized and to assist in the prosecution of offenders.

“Children need access to professional services to help them heal the physical and emotional wounds inflicted by abuse,” Riley said.  “I am providing these funds to ensure the availability of these vital services for Cherokee County children.”


The center pulls together professionals from law enforcement, social services, health and other fields and coordinates specialized services such as forensic interviews, counseling and court preparation.  This assistance is provided in a child-oriented, non-threatening facility so victims can receive all the help they need in one central location.

The center also promotes community education programs designed to prevent child abuse.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Chad Hopper, the center’s board president, that the grant had been approved.  Matching funds of $15,416 will supplement the award.
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