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West Alabama Children’s Advocacy Center
 Receives Grant from Riley

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $44,650 grant to continue helping child abuse victims in Fayette, Lamar and Pickens counties.  

 The West Alabama Children’s Advocacy Center in Vernon will use the grant to provide services to victims and family members not involved in the abuse.

“Victims of child abuse need access to professional assistance like that given at the West Alabama Children’s Advocacy Center,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to support the center and the vital services it offers.”

The center provides a child-friendly environment in which victims are interviewed about the abuse, and it also prepares victims for court appearances.

Soon after the initial interview, victims begin counseling programs. The center also offers counseling to victims’ families.

In addition to its main office in Lamar County, the organization operates a satellite facility in Fayette County and is considering opening one in Pickens County. Currently, staff members conduct counseling sessions for victims in Pickens County at the county Department of Human Resources.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.


Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Curtis Graham, the center’s board president, of the grant’s approval. Matching funds of $11,162 will supplement the grant.
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