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Grant Will Assist Local Domestic Violence Victims
MONTGOMERY— A Montgomery-based organization that assists victims of domestic violence in seven counties received another boost thanks to a $403,800 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. The grant supplements $245,277 Riley awarded earlier this year.

The Montgomery Area Family Sunshine Center will use the grant to continue helping victims of domestic violence and their children in Autauga, Butler, Chilton, Crenshaw, Elmore, Lowndes and Montgomery counties.
“Victims of domestic violence need and deserve compassionate, professional help to overcome the trauma of abuse,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support the vital services offered by the Family Sunshine Center.”
Through its Family Violence Program, the center offers victims safe shelter, a 24-hour crisis hotline, advocacy services and counseling services. It teaches ways to stop abusive behavior through its End Violence Effectively Now intervention program. 
The center also presents workshops to churches, civic groups, students, teachers and professional organizations about how to help victims and their families.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, informed John Averett, the center’s board president, of the grant’s approval. Matching funds of $100,950 will supplement the grant.
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