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Riley Grant Will Assist Children’s Advocacy Centers Statewide

MONTGOMERY— A $38,138 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley will help a network of Alabama child advocacy centers provide support services to child victims of physical and sexual abuse.


The Alabama Network of Children’s Advocacy Centers will use the grant to continue supporting child advocacy centers across the state and to increase awareness of child abuse in Alabama.

“Young victims need professional help to overcome the trauma of abuse,” Riley said. “I commend the Network of Children’s Advocacy Centers for its work to help centers give quality assistance to victims.”

The Montgomery-based network supports 24 child advocacy centers. The centers provide a home-like setting where child victims receive a range of services, including counseling, interviews and referrals for medical exams. 

The network will support member centers by conducting at least nine hours of training sessions and presentations, visiting the centers four times a year and updating its statewide children’s advocacy resource directory.

To increase the public’s awareness of child abuse, the network will produce an annual report about child sexual abuse in Alabama and the services provided by member advocacy centers. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant. 

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, informed Susan Martin, network president, of the grant’s approval. Matching funds of $9,284 will supplement the grant.
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