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Riley Awards Grant to Help Sexual Assault Victims

in Northwest Alabama

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $33,969 to assist sexual assault victims in four northwest Alabama counties.  The Shoals Crisis Center Inc., a Florence-based agency, will use the funds to support its Rape Response program that serves Colbert, Franklin, Lauderdale and Marion counties.

“This grant will ensure that victims have somewhere to turn in their time of need,” Riley said.  “I commend the volunteers and staff of Shoals Crisis Center for their work and dedication in providing these necessary services.”

Trained volunteer advocates at the center give support, information and referrals through a 24-hour crisis hotline and a rape response team provides immediate assistance to victims.  The agency also offers counseling and legal support.
To raise awareness of sexual assault and prevent its occurrence, the center conducts outreach efforts that include programs conducted at health fairs and other community events.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Cynthia Morrison, Shoals Crisis Center board president, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $8,492 will supplement the award.
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