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Riley Awards Grant to Fight Illegal Drug Use Statewide
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $325,000 grant to help fight the use and distribution of illegal drugs in Alabama.
The Alabama Alcoholic Beverage Control Board will use the grant to continue its ABC Enforcement Task Force, which helps law enforcement agencies throughout the state conduct drug investigations.
“Illegal drugs are a threat to the health and safety of Alabama communities.” Riley said. “This grant will provide valuable support to dedicated law enforcement officers across the state who are working hard to make our neighborhoods safer.”
The 10-agent task force assists local law enforcement agencies with drug investigations and undercover operations. Many police departments in small towns are unable to carry out extensive drug investigations because of budget restraints and lack of manpower. 
While the task force mainly focuses on local drug investigations, it also participates in investigations of larger drug trafficking organizations.
The task force plans to initiate 1,200 to 1,500 drug cases and to assist drug investigations in each of Alabama’s 67 counties during the next year.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.


Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Emory Folmar, Alabama ABC Board administrator, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $325,000 will supplement the grant.
--30--

State of Alabama





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








Office of the Governor





Bob Riley


Governor








 


Alabama Department of Economic


and Community Affairs





Bill Johnson


Acting Director











_1105881416.doc
[image: image1.png]






