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Riley Offers Support for Prosecution of Domestic Violence Cases 
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $31,500 to continue the battle against domestic violence in Fayette, Lamar and Pickens counties.  The Pickens County Commission will use the grant to support the efforts of the 24th Judicial Circuit Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault Crime Unit, which prosecutes cases of domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking.

“This program ensures perpetrators of these reprehensible crimes are prosecuted to the full extent of the law,” said Riley.  “I commend the members of the unit for providing a legal voice for victims in their pursuit of justice.”

Resources provided by the grant will aid the unit’s two investigators to locate victims and witnesses for trial, file and enforce protection orders and coordinate the prosecution of cases within the three-county area.
The unit also trains officers, prosecutors and others from law enforcement agencies within the judicial circuit to effectively handle domestic violence cases.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Edward C. Ezelle Jr., commission chairman, that the grant had been approved.  Matching funds of $10,500 will supplement the grant.
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