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Riley Awards Grant to Teach Students to ‘Play by the Rules’

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $30,000 grant to the Alabama Center for Law & Civic Education for a program to help Alabama youth avoid drugs and violence.

The grant will help fund Play by the Rules: Alabama’s Laws for Youth, a statewide program that aims to reduce youth violence and drug use by teaching seventh grade students the consequences of breaking the law and the benefits of good character.

“Alabama’s youth need guidance to help them avoid negative behavior,” Riley said. “I commend the center’s efforts to help young people realize healthy and productive futures.”

The program is designed to be taught in a two-week unit as part of the civics curriculum in seventh grade social studies classes at Alabama schools. Students receive a free 72-page book detailing the state’s laws to which they are held accountable if they use drugs or commit violent acts. Teachers are given a manual with lesson plans and interactive strategies to increase students’ knowledge of the law and commitment to civic responsibility. 

The Alabama Center for Law & Civic Education, based at Samford University’s Cumberland School of Law, is a statewide resource and training center dedicated to educating young citizens in civic knowledge in law and government. 


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Education. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.


Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Janice Cowin, center executive director, that the grant had been approved.
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